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‘NET ZERO IS NOT ENOUGH’

Need of Hour is
Deeds: Bhupender

Environment minister

Bhupender Yadav said ata

FICCl event that the need of
the hour was‘deeds’ and not plain
words' todeal with climate change and
that reaching ‘net zero’ was not enough,
emphasising that the Intergovem-
mental Panel on Climate Change report
published recently is adarion call for
the developed countries to undertake
immediate deep emission cuts and
decarbonise their economies - ore
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Significant R&D investment, particularly from
Europe, required as part of climate action: Yadav

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mew Delhi, September 14

SIGNIFICANT RESEARCH
AND DEVELOPMENT invest-
ment, particularly from devel-
oped economies of Europe is
required to decarbonise energy
as a part of climate action in
developing countries, Union
Environment Minister Bhu-
pender Yadav said on Tuesday.

Speaking at a session on
‘Future of Sustainable Tech-

nologies in India-Europe Part-
nerships’ organised by FICCI
LEADS 2021 event on the
theme Future of Partnerships),
Yadav said that in any climate
action, clean energy derived
especially from renewable
energy plays a vital role.

“We need to bring together
the powerof innovation across
the world, with significant
R&Dinvestment,in particular,
from developed economies of
Europe. This would enable us

to solve the challenge of decar-
bonising energy, as well as
cement and steel, in a manner
that is low on cost and allows
for rapid deployment in devel-
oping economies,” he said.

The minister said India has
muchtoofferand sharein terms
of its experience with other
countries embarking on a simi-
lar journey to address energy
accessissues while also address-
ing the growing energydemand
with renewable energy.
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‘Net zero’ goal alone not enough; need of the
hour is ‘deeds’ and not ‘plain words”: Yadav

dayafter holding parleys with visiting US special presidential envoy

for climate John Kerry, environment minister Bhupender Yadavon
Tuesdaysaid that reaching the ‘net zero' emission goalalone was not
enough, emphasising that the recent UN's IPCC report wasa clarion call
for the developed countries to undertakeimmediate deep emission cuts,
reports Vishwa Mohan. Whilespeaking at the LEADS (Leadership,
Excellence, Adaptability, Diversity and Sustainability) event organised by
Ficci, Yadavsaid the need ofthe hour was “deeds™ and not *plain words”
todeal with climate change. Though Kerry on Monday did not specifically
askindia to commit ‘netzero’ emission goal by 2050, he is learnt to have
argued why it was important for every country to upgrade their
respective climate action targetsinview ofthe IPCC's warnings.
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No firm commitment from
India on ‘net zero’: Kerry

Emissions goal not the only priority, govt. tells climate envoy
The next 10 years will

(’ decide whether L5 degrees
is achievable. And they will

also decide whether net zero
[emissions] is feasible by 2050.

SUHASINI HAIDAR

NEW DELHI

The world is watching com-
mitments on climate change
made by all the “big emit-
ters”, said U.S. Special Presi-
dential Envoy for Climate

Because, if you don't do enough

John Kerry on Tuesday.

Mr. Kerry was making a
pitch for India to announce a
pledge to reduce emissions
to “net zero” (carbon-neu-
tral) by 2050 - to ensure
that global warming is held
at 1.5 degrees Celsius — at the
upcoming COP26 summit in
the UK. in November.

However, the government
said it does not consider the
“net zero” goal its only prior-
ity at present. Mr. Kerry ad-
mitted that he had not re-
ceived a firm pledge from
New Delhi on the issue yet.

Speaking at the end of his

in the first decade, you can't
get a steep enough production
curve to do itafterwards

JOHN KERRY, LS. Envay tor Clnate

visit to New Delhi, where he
launched the U.S.-India Cli-
mate Action and Finance
Mobilisation Dialogue with
Minister of Environment
and Climate Change Bhu-
pender Yadav, Mr. Kerry said
he had “personally urged
the government” to increase
India’s commitments to en-
sure that the global warming
levels are held at 1.5 degrees,
instead of the 2 degrees an-

nounced at the Paris summit
in 2015.

Mr. Kerry said it is impor-
tant to announce the target
of 450 GW of renewable
energy as part of India’s “Na-
tionally Determined Contri-
butions™ to counter global
warming now, as the next
decade is critical for the bat-
tle against climate change.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

‘No firm commitment
from India on net zero

“The next 10 years will de-
cide whether 1.5 degrees is
achievable. And they will al-
so decide whether net zero
[emissions] is feasible by
2050. Because, if vou don’t
do enough in the first de-
cade, you can't get a steep
enough production curve to
do it afterwards, barring
some miracle discovery that
we don't have as vet today.”
Mr. Kerry told a group of
journalists. When asked if
he had any firm commit-
ments from India on raising
climate ambitions, Mr. Ker-
ry said “no one said no, but
no one said yes”, adding
that the final decision was
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's prerogative, and “in-
ternal deliberations™ need
to take place to make that
decision.

At a separate function
during the day, Mr. Bhupen-
der Yadav said India is fo-
cused on the “key issues™ of

climate justice and sustaina-
ble lifestyles, stressing the
inequality between the de-
mands of developed socie-
ties from developing coun-
tries on emissions cuts.

“[1] Underlined that ‘net
zero' alone is not enough.
We need deeds, mot just
plain words,” Mr. Yadaw
said, speaking at an event
organised by business
chamber FICCI. He also re-
ferred to a recent report of
the UN's Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC), that said that even if
the world achieves a global
warming level held at 1.5 de-
grees by 2050, it would sill
be “too litle too late™ to
clean up the greenhouse
gases already inm the art-
mosphere, as a “clarion
call” for developed coun-
tries, a Ministry press re-
lease said.

(With inputs from
Jacob Koshy)
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